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Words of Chizuk from one of the Gedolai HaDor %33

I ask you, how can we ascertain that an individual does indeed have this deeply felt longing and desire for Torah? Only if he evidences self-sacrifice; only if he gives of himself in his pursuit of Torah. Without this toil,
without excruciating, agonizing personal effort, one cannot grow and mature in Torah. Torah then, and only then, brings one to holiness; to proximity with Hashem Yisborach. For Torah is a unique acquisition, a qualitatively
different form of wisdom.

It is a maxim that the previous generations were greater in Torah learning than the present ones. There is a persistent decline as the generations progress. Why is this so? I do not think it is because of a decline in
intellectual aptitude. What is lacking in our times is self-sacrifice for Torah. In the past this trait was greatly developed and thus the Talmid Chochom emerged. Indeed, if a thousand individuals enter the House of Learning
and only one of them emerges with the ability to render decisions"; you can be certain he was the one who sacrificed himself for Torah.

One basic fact we must keep in mind is that our current existential conditions demand that we constantly reinforce ourselves, Boruch Hashem - Bnai Torah in various Botei Midrashim are immersed in their Torah
study, exerting monumental personal efforts as they engage in Torah discourses with each other.

Amidst all this glory of Torah one must ask why does such a totally different situation exist on the other side of the walls of Botei Medrash? The streets around do not promote or abet success in Torah. A plethora of
business ventures seeking to provide the best the material world has to offer have opened their doors, thereby creating a twofold evil for us. They attract Talmidim during Seder. Now they are beyond the walls of Torah. They
lure him with their wares into walls that are antithetical to all we strive for. I cannot understand how anyone can justify leaving a Bais Hamidrash to congregate in the street or visit a store.

Not with ding the d t of "Kedoshim Tihiyu'"; not withstanding the essential requirement of self-sacrifice for Torah; one may not roam or congregate outside during times of Torah study. Carelessness in
this matter quickly resolves itself into irresponsible action which carries with it dire q ‘We must r ber the Ribbono Shel Olom conducts the world in the people duct th Ives. The Malbim's
commentary must be foremost in our minds; "All is contingent upon how the individual behaves."

One who succumbs to the lure of these blish ts must be immediately rebuked over his "Bitul Torah" one of the most severe sins one can commit. The streets around us must be holy, the four cubits of Halacha
must permeate and surround us with holiness. They must become a place where the Shechina may dwell. There can be no excuse or justification for anything other than this.

In the merit of our strengthening ourselves and self-sacrifice for Torah may we be privileged to witness the dwelling of the Shechina in our midst.
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